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5very beggar is Ms friend. And whereas in Weimar he lad permitted only Fran von Stein and Herder to invade his Lomestic solitude, in Rome he lives as a student with young irtists and authors, associates with them in the streets and mblic squares, in museums and wine-rooms, and shares vith them his lodgings and his table.
Here in Rome he was able to round out his life and ex-)and. His world-spirit found for the first time in the vorld-capital a congenial atmosphere and environment, rlere, where the whole world, past and present, crowded in ipon him, he discovered what a world-wide grasp his spirit vas capable of, and what a joy it was to be incited to expand to the utmost. " I have long wished for such an ele-nent, that I, too, might swim and not always wade" November 24, 1786). "I feel the healthfulness of my lature and how it is growing; my feet get sore only when in ight shoes; and I see nothing when I am placed before a vail" (Christmas, 1787).
Inasmuch as Goethe was entirely at liberty in Italy, and ived absolutely according to his own will and desires, he iould not ascribe to others or to circumstances anything ;hat disturbed him. He was obliged to look into his own leart, and so had occasion to become thoroughly acquainted with himself, and where meditation failed to lead ;o a knowledge of himself, he was guided by his failures, as n the case of painting. The time passed away when he ' buried himself in quiet contemplation of his ego in order ;o spy out the gloomy ways of his dissatisfied spirit." He trrived at a clear understanding of himself and the ways he nust pursue: above all else he recognised that his peculiar, irst, and most important calling was not that of a states-nan, nor of a painter or scientist, but that of a poet; and ;his clear understanding led to harmony of character, re-ioluteness, and happiness. To use one of his own words he )ecame "complete" (ganz)85 and sufficient unto himself. 3e no longer needed others, as heretofore, to supplement his Dowers, nor as guides and confessors for periods of darkness ind confusion.